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not true that the individual exertion of the laborer has increased as 
the hours diminished and wages advanced. On the contrary, the 
great fact of this century is that it is the increased use of capital in 
various forms that has increased the per capita product and made 
possible a shorter day, higher wages, easier work, cheaper products 
and greater profits. 

It should be kept prominently in the foreground that the primary 
object of reducing the hours of labor is not to benefit capitalists, but 
to improve the condition of laborers by making each day's drudgery 
a little less, and each day's social enjoyment a little greater. The 
social elevation of the masses is of itself an all-sufficient reason for 
shortening the working day or changing any other industrial or social 
institution. The question of the output belongs to the capitalist side 
of the situation. It is his economic function to see that in various 
ways sufficient new economies are introduced to keep up and even 
to increase the output. And this is what has always occurred in a 
greater or less degree. George Gunton . 

School of Social Economics, 
New York City. 

Die A rbeitsverfassung der Englischen Kolonien in Nord-Amerika . 
Von A. Sartorius von Waltershausen. Strasburg, Karl J. Triib- 
ner, 1894. — xv, 232 pp. 

In writing this book the author had avowedly three ends in view: 
first, to present a general picture of the legal and actual position of 
the common laborer in the thirteen English colonies; second, to 
bring to light the real connection between the several systems of 
labor — indentured servants, wage-earners and slaves; and, finally, 
to prove that it was really the different forms of production and ex- 
change growing up in the colonies that moulded these three labor 
systems into their final form. 

On the whole the work is well done. Rather too much space, 
from the American standpoint, is devoted at the outset to describing 
the exact location and early development of the colonies. The 
system of indentured servitude is then very clearly explained from 
the standpoint of both the master and the apprentice. The causes 
for the slight development of the wage-system in these early days 
are also satisfactorily set forth. 

Professor von Waltershausen's account of the Mercantile System 
and its effect upon the institution of slavery in the colonies will strike 
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one as by far the best thing in the book. The point of view is 
interesting and certainly brings to light instructive facts. In 
general, however, the author's treatment of the origin and growth 
of slave labor in our country is unsatisfactory. There is too much 
description of well known conditions, with only here and there an 
attempt to explain matters. This is especially the case with the 
chapter which is devoted to the treatment of the slaves by their 
masters and overseers. Surely the long biography of an imaginary 
Congo negro is out of place in a book of this kind. 

Professor von Waltershausen adds a long list of authorities to his 
work and gives liberal excerpts therefrom, but generally to the point. 
In looking over the list one finds that early histories and books of 
travel have for the most part been relied upon, while the Colonial 
Records and records of the Board of Trade seem not to have been 
carefully examined. On the general development of the colonies 
later American works than those of Bancroft and Hildreth do not 
seem to have been consulted by the author — which is strange in 
the light of the recent work so admirably done in this field. 

Professor von Waltershausen's book is throughout interesting and 
instructive in style, as well as in plan and method. Works on 
American economic history are, one might almost say, crying needs. 
Professor von Waltershausen has set us an admirable example. His 
latest book should inspire us to continue the work along these lines. 

LlNDLEY M. KEASBEY. 

Bryn Mawr College. 

Geschichte des Antiken Kommunismus und Socialismus. Von 
Dr. Robert Pohlmann. Vol. I. Munich, C. H. Beck, 1893. — 
xvii, 618 pp. 

The importance which the discussion of socialism has attained is 
suggested by the appearance of such a work as this, which devotes a 
volume of more than 600 pages to the discussion of Greek socialism 
alone. What the scope of the completed work is to be we are not 
told ; if carried out on the present scale, it will apparently be the 
most important work in existence on the subject. 

Like all such undertakings, the present work has its disadvantages. 
It is exhausting as well as exhaustive, and the laboriousness of 
the writer's style is unrelieved by even the faintest literary instinct. 
But form, proportion, elegance, are so generally lacking in such 
German publications that we are more surprised by their presence 



